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Again, it is not certain liow we sliould interpret tlie genealogical table of the 
fifth chapter of Genesis. It is possible that the patriarchs whose names it records, 
instead of being directly consecutive sons, were only the prominent sons in several 
generations, or founders of separate patriarchal dynasties. Hence, according to 
the Bible itself, humanity itself may be tens of thousands of years old. 

Once more, assuming, what on the whole seems to be the probability, that 
this fifth of Genesis is the record of individuals and not of dynasties, the gene- 
alogy yields some curious results. For example : Methuselah was contemporary 
with Adam some 243 years, and also with Shem some 98 years ; Shem also was 
contemporary with Isaac some 50 years ; so that during this period of some 2100 
years between Adam and Isaac, Adam could have told the story of Eden to 
Methuselah, and Methuselah to Shem, and Shem to Isaac. Enoch himself, 
although the shortest lived of the patriarchs, was contemporary with Adam 300 
years, and might have talked with all the patriarchs before the flood except 
Noah. Were the antediluvian longevity still prevalent, a man might say to his 
grandson to-day : " I was present at the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth." The 
writer mentions these facts, not only because they are interesting, but also 
because they show the extreme probability of the correctness of the patriarchal 
traditions concerning the creation, the fall, the flood, etc. 



THE PEAYER OP HABAKKUK. 

By George A. Barton, M. A., 
Friends' School, Providence, R. I. 



The Prayer of Habakkuk is a poem written in the simplest and earliest of 
Hebrew meters, the trimeter. The following translation is an attempt to repro- 
duce the poem in English, line for line, so as to exhibit its metrical structure. It 
will be observed that the poem is composed of five strophes, the first three of 
which consist of fourteen lines each, the last two, of eleven hues each. In this 
arrangement of the poem eleven Massoretic Maqqephs are disregarded, and nine 
Maqqephs are inserted. The structure of the poem is, on the whole, plain. A few 
points, however, deserve remark. Line 6 of the second strophe and line 9 of the 
fourth strophe have each five words, i. e., they each require two Maqqephs. Line 
12 of the second strophe* is a dimeter. It seems to have been thrown in for 
variety. Line 2 of the fourth strophet is also a dimeter. The third line of the 
fourth strophe Is more difficult. It seems to consist of the one word ^alitsutham^t 
which cannot be regarded even as a dimeter, unless the secondary accent be 
counted as a full tone. In the following translation this line is rendered as 
though it were 'alitsufham kamo,i instead of joining kamo to the next line by 
Maqqeph, and the dimeters are all rendered as trimeters. 
The poem is as follows : — 

I have heard, O Yahweh, thy fame. 

I have feared. Thy work, O Yahweh, 

Revive in the midst of the years, 



* r\p)&<, 'y^'33-)p. + 'Jy'?n'?- ^V-R'-- * '^^Y'i'.S- * 'i"? °t^T'yii.- 
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In the midst of the years make it known, 

In wrath remember mercy. 

God from Teman cometh, 

The Holy One from Paran ; 

His beauty covers the lieavens, 

The earth is full of his praise. 

His splendor shines like light, 

Bays come forth from his hand. 

He covers his strength with a veil ; 

Before him a pestilence cometh. 

Lightnings flash from his fist. 

He stood and measured the earth ; 
He beheld and parted the nations. 
Th' eternal mountains were scattered, 
The hills everlasting were bowed ; 
Of old are all his ways. 
I saw Ethiopia troubled ; 
Midian's tent-curtains quivered. 
Was Yahweh wroth with rivers. 
Enraged against the streams, 
Or angry with the sea. 
When he did ride his steeds, 
His chariots of salvation ? 
Thou didst lay bare thy bow ; 
Thou didst swear chastisement. 

Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers ; 

Seeing thee, the mountains did writhe ; 

The torrents of water passed by ; 

The deep gave forth its voice, 

Its hands on high it raised. 

Sun and moon stood still where they dwell ; 

By thine arrows' light they walked, 

By the flash of thy glittering spear. 

Thou didst travei-se the land in rage. 

Thou didst tread in wrath the nations ; 

Thou didst go to save thy people. 

For vict'iy with thine anointed. 

Thou didst smite the house of deceit. 

Stripping wall from summit to base. 

His chiefs his own staves pierced : 
They rushed like a storm upon me : 
They gloried as does the one 
Who devours in secret the poor. 
Thou didst tread with horses the sea, 
The foaming of mighty waters : 
I heard, my bowels trembled, 
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At the voice my lips did quiver ; 
I shook — my bones did rot : 
That I should await the woe, 
"Which smites the invading troops. 

Tho' the fig tree shall not bloom, 

And fruitless be the vine, 

The olive be tilled in vain. 

And the fields produce no food, 

The flocks waste from the fold. 

And herd cease from the stall. 

Yet in Yahweh will I rejoice. 

I'll glory in God, my Savior. 

My strength is Yahweh the Lord ; 

My feet he has made like the hind's ; 

On the heights will he make me walk. 



REPOET OF THE PRINCIPAL OF SCHOOLS OF THE AMERI- 
CAN INSTITUTE OF HEBREW. 



To the Members of the American Institute of Hebrew : 

The Principal of Schools herewith submits his second annual report. There 
will be considered in order, first, the work of the Correspondence School, secondly, 
the work of the Summer Schools, and thirdly, certain general matters connected 
with the work viewed as a whole. 

I. THE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 
The Correspondence School has now finished its sixth year, during two of 
which it has been under the direction of the Institute of Hebrew. The feasibility 
of teaching by correspondence is no longer questioned by those who have exam- 
ined either the process or the results, and the recognition of the correspondence 
method as a possible method of giving instruction is every year becoming more 

general. 

1. Membership of the School. 

Elem. Int. Prog. Arab. Assyr. Total. 

1. Students in the School Jan. 1, 1886 374 189 120 683 

2. Students entering during 1886 65 47 26 9 5 175 

3. Students stopping work during 1886 81 39 14 ... . 134 

4. Students graduated during 1886 34 21 21 76 

5. Students sending in papers during 1886 231 132 72 9 6 450 

6. Various denominations represented 32 

7. States and countries, a) in United States and Canada 48 

b) in other lands 11 

8. Average age of men at work 33 

9. Number of women in the School 18 

1 0. Number of men not in the ministry 98 

11. Number of men ready to take up the Advanced Course 130- 



